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Launch of open access campaign
Open access to become easier
The university libraries are joining forces in order to encourage open access publications.
From now on, it will be possible to consult a national open access journal browser to see
which journals offer open access publication, and which arrangements (such as discounts)
are in effect. This website also lists the deals the universities have with various publishers.
This practical tool makes it possible for any author to see in an instant which open access
opportunities are available.

‘Want to know whether your favourite journal allows free open access
publishing? Check the website or ask the University Library for advice!’
Spotlight on open access
The VSNU open access campaign kicked off on 15 May. This campaign is intended to
promote awareness of open access among researchers. The goal is to see all publications
available through open access by 2020. Various PhD candidates and renowned scientists
have committed themselves to supporting this campaign. As the Open Access Week in
October draws nearer, the posters and banners will be on display in more and more
locations. The campaign will feature other supporters of open access, at each of the Dutch
universities, as well.
Young PhD candidates and open access

Gareth O’Neill and Charlotte de Roon are two young PhD candidates who recognise the
importance of open access. The VSNU spoke with them in connection with the open access
campaign. According to Charlotte, open access offers PhD candidates a perfect opportunity
to raise their profiles and for researchers, it's a way to let others know what you are working
on. ‘Besides the possibility of promoting yourself and your work, open access publication
makes your research easier to find – meaning it will be read by more people. More than
that, it strikes me as only logical that publicly-funded research be made available to
everyone.’ Like Charlotte, Gareth endorses the societal benefit of open access. He feels it is
important to have free access to academic publications and is eager to contribute to that
goal. After all, it's a two-way street. He is urging other PhD candidates to choose open
access: ‘get the facts and just go for it!’

Gareth has spent a lot of time talking to young researchers. From these conversations, he
has learned that many researchers are still largely in the dark when it comes to open access
publishing. He feels greater awareness of open access is needed, along with increased
support for young researchers. Charlotte says the same thing. ‘Many PhD candidates simply
aren't aware of their options in the area of open access. Their familiarity with open access
depends largely on the information they're given by the university.’ For example, Gareth
points out, many PhD candidates are unaware that there are other ways to publish open
access besides in journals. Making your own results public in repositories is another way to
contribute to the accessibility of research findings. Gareth is calling for increased provision of
information about open access. This could be achieved by offering courses or online
modules, for instance. ‘PhD candidates want to publish open access, sure, but the question
is: how? And what does that mean? You could also promote awareness by ensuring the open
access logo and the open access button are used more prominently, in order to draw more
attention to open access.’
Both Gareth and Charlotte assert that the possibilities of open access deserve increased
publicity. In fact, Charlotte would like to see open access being promoted in the supervisory
process as well. The professors supervising PhD candidates could use that contact to point
out the option of open access and its importance to society. Professors often co-author
articles with their candidates, so they can play a major role in drawing attention to open
access possibilities. Charlotte feels that graduate schools have a part to play here as well. As
the point of contact for administrative aspects, support and degree programmes, they could
alert PhD candidates to the possibilities of open access. Gareth concludes by saying that the
guidelines for open access could stand to be more transparent, too. Universities must be
clear in expressing what they expect from their own researchers. He adds that when
universities' expectations of PhD candidates increase, this should be taken into account in
the candidates' workload.
Gareth O’Neill is affiliated with the Leiden University Centre for Linguistics (LUCL) and is
conducting his doctoral research on the expression of emotions and cognition in the Irish
language. In addition to writing his thesis, Gareth serves as a board member of the PhD
candidates Network of the Netherlands (PNN) and has just been elected chair of Eurodoc,
the European federation of national organisations for PhD candidates and young researchers,
for the 2017-2018 academic year. Gareth is also a member of the European Commission’s
‘skills under open science’ working group. As part of those efforts, he took part in a survey
conducted among young researchers. The results of this survey will be published later this
year. Charlotte is writing her doctoral thesis on the role of political youth organisations in the
Netherlands and is also one of the faces of the open access campaign.

OPEN ACCESS AGENDA
Presentation available on open access
The European Union (EU) has announced its
ambition to achieve 100% open access to all
academic publications by 2020. To support the drive
towards open access, the VSNU Association of
Universities in the Netherlands is giving
presentations across the EU on Dutch open access
policy, which is considered to be an international
leader on this front. The VSNU has also made a
presentation available online.

Promotional materials for open access
campaign
Want to do your part to gain attention for open
access? The posters and digital materials for this
campaign are naturally freely accessible.

Relevant upcoming events
29 May 2017:
The first national event for researchers on the topic
of open science will be held on 29 May. During this
event, researchers working in the Netherlands will
have an opportunity to share their personal views on
the objectives of the National Open Science Plan.
23 – 29 October 2017:
In October, the 10th open access week will take
place. Various activities in connection with open
access will be organised in the Netherlands as well.
This year's theme is ‘Open in order to…’

MORE INFORMATION


Frequently asked questions about open access



Open access fact sheet



www.vsnu.nl/en_GB/openaccess-eng.html



www.openaccess.nl/en

Publication details
The open access newsletter is a VSNU publication in
collaboration with the Dutch university libraries and
the Koninklijke Bibliotheek, National Library of the
Netherlands (KB). This newsletter is intended for
anyone interested in open access, including
academics, university administrators, library staff,
knowledge partners, politicians and media
representatives.

Tips or suggestions?
Please email to openaccess@vsnu.nl.
Subscribe or unsubscribe
Subscribe with this form.
To unsubscribe, click the 'unsubscribe' link in the
footer or email openaccess@vsnu.nl.
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